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This report is prepared for Center for South Asia Libraries, New York, USA as part of the joint project on identifying, cataloguing, microfilming and digitizing of printed materials in all languages in South Asia. Since one of the objectives discussed in the first meeting of CSAL held in March 2002 in New Delhi is conservation of all the available printed materials, we have undertaken a general tour of Andhra Pradesh to physically inspect the status of the materials in the Libraries still functioning in various villages, small towns and district headquarters. Most of these Libraries were founded as part of the national movement, but with some exception all are now managed by the Government of Andhra Pradesh. There are three major Libraries still functioning under the private management, perhaps housing the most precious and oldest printed books, journals and newspapers in Telugu, Urdu and English. The unique feature of all these Libraries, whether state funded or private is that they also housed valuable Sanskrit books along with Hindi materials, which are less in number compared to Sanskrit.

INTRODUCTION

The history of ‘modern’ public libraries in Andhra Pradesh goes back to early 19th century. Apart from libraries associated with St. Fort George in Madras [Chennai] and various District Collectorates in the erstwhile Madras Presidency, the most important ones are those that were started as part of social and religious reform movements and later anti-colonial struggles. Majority of the surviving libraries in costal small towns, villages and district headquarters were in the past financed by the colonial government, nationalist intellectuals and philanthropists, but are now barely surviving with inadequate state funds.


For instance, the Government Degree College in Rajahmundry, East Godavari district was started in 1853 with an excellent library now housing around 80,000 rare Telugu, Urdu, Sanskrit, Hindi and English printed materials. Most of the books are local publications which may not be available in other big centers. The collection is in a bad state and desperately in need of fumigation and repair.


Similarly, we have an excellent surviving library in Amrutaluru village in Guntur district. This library was started in 1912 with 960 books which grew into more than 28,000. Though the villagers collected donations, acquired land and constructed a permanent building, the books are in need of treatment and cataloguing.


Among the surviving libraries with roots in the pre-colonial period there are around 100 with rare printed materials in Telugu and other languages. Since these libraries were started and largely sustained with the local initiatives and resources any movement to modernise and revive them would be welcomed by the local communities.


This report is a preliminary survey of the libraries in Andhra Pradesh mostly located in the villages, small towns and district centers. This survey has two components: [1] One that has information gathered by a team during their tour of various places in Ongole, Guntur, Krishna, West Godavary and East Godavary districts [these districts form the nucleus of library movement]; [2] Two, information gathered from published contemporary sources and oral narratives of activists in library movement.
TOUR REPORT/TRAVALOGUE

We started on our Andhra trip on 25th November 2002 and returned to Hyderabad on the night of 1st December 2002 visiting libraries and individuals with rare book collections, i.e., from Veetapalem in Ongole district to Rajahmundry in East Godavary. The moving spirit behind the contemporary library movement in Andhra Pradesh is Dr. Velaga Venkatappaiah, who lives in House No.4-22-29, Iitanagar in Tenali town, Guntur district is our inspiration.


The first encounter of the troupe comprising of:

1. Atlury Murali, Department of History, University of Hyderabad

2. M. Sridhar, Research Scholar, Department of History, University of Hyderabad

3. N. Narasaiah, Research Scholar, Department of History, University of Hyderabad

4. G. Sudarshan Reddy, Department of History, Nizam College, Osmania University

5. T. Vijay Kumar, Department of History, Nizam College, Osmania University

6. S.V.S. Chowdary Lakamsani, Sundarayya Vignana Kendram, Hyderabad
Guntur:


Lanka Suryanarayana has an excellent private Telugu collection kept at his residence in Guntur. This collection has approximately 25,000 books and journals and the collection is neither catalogued and nor shelved for want of space. As per the description provided by Lanka it has almost all biographies and autobiographies published in 19th and 20th centuries in Telugu; there are some unique aspects to this collection, for instance it has 30 translations of Rabindranath Tagore’s Geetanjali including the first translation done in 1913 by Adipudi Somanadharao, the year that Tagore got his Nobel Prize; around 30 translations of Omar Khayyam; 50 translations of Tiruppavai; 200 on Godadevi; and more than 3000 Poetry books.


In Guntur the other individual collections are those of Daruvuri Veeraiah [lives in 4th Lane, Chandramouli Nagar]; Late Jandyala Papayya Sastri’s collection is with his family; Koganti Seetaramacharyulu; Late Vavilala Somayajulu [the collection is in the residence located at Bradipet]; Penugonda Lakshmi Narayana of ARASAM; T.Ravichand who ran Milinda Prachuranalu from Guntur; and Guntur Regional Library and the Library of A.C College.
Tenali:

In Tenali, Kottapalli Ravi Babu, the Editor and Publisher of Prajasahithi [Telugu Monthly] helped us with details on various individual collections and libraries. Here the most important ones are Cycle Nageswara Rao with excellent collection of Telugu materials on Left movements; Late Avula Gopalakrishna Murthy’s [a radical intellectual and political activist] personal collection is now shifted to Hyderabad.
Amrutaluru Village:


On the way to Amrutaluru we passed through old libraries at Cherukuvada, Kuchipudi, Pedaravuru, and Nagaram Degree College [this has several individual collections of intellectuals in and around Tenali Talaque].


In Amrutaluru, a library called, “Ubhaya Basha Sanjeevini was started in 1912 on behalf of Balegepalli Lakshmi Kanta Kavi Readers Club. This library was run with the donations from the villagers. To sustain the library a new custom of collecting “Sowmitri Katnam” on all auspicious occasions and marriages was started by the villagers. Villagers used to donate money and books in memory of dead and in 1920 the villagers built Rs.2 lakh worth permanent building with voluntary labour. The first Guntur District Grandalaya Samstha’s meeting was held in this library. In 1953 this library was handed over to the Government District Libraries Association. In 1984, with the financial help from NRI’s the building was repaired and a new wing exclusively for women was added. In 2001 the villagers raised Rs.35,000 and repaired the flooring and renovated the building. Around 80% of the people in the village were literates and there is a old Sanskrit and Telugu training college which added to the literary environment of the village.


This library has 28,000 printed books and periodicals mostly in Telugu, Sanskrit and very few in English. There palm leaf manuscripts; books on medicine; classical literature; late 19th and 20th century publications on various subjects. This library has a literary flavor.
Govada Village:

In 1928 Narendra Grandalayam was established in this village which now has surviving 10,000 books – 8,000 are Telugu and the rest are in English. In Telugu collection around 5,700 are those that were published in late 19th and 20th centuries and most of them are on traditional medicine, in particular Ayurveda. The Sundarayya Vignana Kendram has acquired a Xerox copy of the accession register. An elder Tummala Venkata Ratnam, one of the founding members of this library is preparing the complete hand written catalogue of the collection in the library.

Ponnur:


For an excellent oldest collection of classical literature in Telugu and Sanskrit one must turn to Bhavanarayana Sanskrit College in Ponnur. It was on our journey to other places we stumbled upon one still functioning Kannekaparameswari Library in Narasaraopet and a personal library of Yannam Narisi Reddy in Ravipudu Village.

Veetapalem:


On 26th November 2002 we have visited Saaraswata Niketanam in Veetapalem that was started in 1918. This library has 12,000 Telugu books and journals published before 1950s; the total collection is around 76,000 of which 48,000 are in Telugu, 3000 in Hindi, 1000 in other languages, 100 in Urdu and the rest in English. This library is privately managed with meager funds. It is the biggest surviving libraries in Andhra Pradesh which is also well known among the scholar community. There is no catalogue and the books are arranged broadly subject wise. They desperately need shelves, for books are now bundled and kept for want of infrastructure.
Poduru Village:

We have visited several villages and towns before visiting Poduru village near Tanuku, West Godavary district: Vijayawada, Tanuku, Bhimavaram, Ramachandrapuram, etc. But we are not adding all that information for want of space. At a later date a bigger report would be prepared and circulated to the members of CSAL.


Sri Ramachandra Grandalayam was established in 1914 and it has a building but no infrastructure and staff. It is managed by a private trust. It has more than 25,000 Telugu books and journals. They are now dumped for want of furniture and there is no catalogue, though they do have a printed book with short title information on their collections.

Kumudavalli village:


Sri Veeresalingam Kavi Samaja Grandalayam was established on 22nd June 1897. Around 80% of the collection is in Telugu, 13,000; the best part in this collection is journals and the total collection of “padya kaavyamulu” [poetry] published during 1890 and 1920. It has an excellent building and there is no dearth of funding. It only needs cataloguing and treatment of the collection, for there is insect activity destroying books.
Rajahmundry:

In this town we have visited not only the libraries started by the doyen of social reform movement in Andhra, Kandukuri Veeresalingam, but also by the colonial government in Government Arts Degree College [1853]. This college has such a remarkable collection [80,000] in Telugu, Urdu, Sanskrit and English that they are mostly local publications, the availability of which is doubtful in other big centers. But the collection is in really a bad state and in need of immediate fumigation.


The most popular and still well maintained library is Gautami Library started in 1898. It is now Andhra Pradesh government Grade – 1 library. This library has 70,000 total collections of printed materials, 420 palm leaf manuscripts and 33 paper manuscripts. There are around 30,000 very old Telugu publications [1880s to 1920s]; the collection of Telugu journals like Viveekavardhni, Chintamani, Manavaseva, Manorama, Sati Hithabodhni, Janana, Telugu Janana, Baalika, Prabhudhandra, Vajrayudham, Sakala Vidyabhi Vrudhi, Arya Mata Bodhini, Samadarshi, Kalavati, Amudrita Granda Chintamani, Swarajyam, etc.
What We Need:

The impression we got after visiting all these libraries is that there is still local community commitment for these institutions. The government collects library cess but there are problems in converting it into salaries to the employees working in these libraries. The result is most of them having now turned into mere newspaper reading rooms there is hardly any interest in handling the books.

1. Cataloguing

2. Shelves for books

3. Fumigation

4. Training for the staff in modern management of the libraries

5. Revival of community interest and their involvement in reviving these libraries

6. Microfilming of all the valuable collections

7. Helping them to sustain by active liaison with the government.
8. Re-stocking with new books


We feel that the Sundarayya Vignana Kendram can take up these activities and at the rate of 20 libraries per year we could revive at least 100 old libraries in the villages, small towns and district centers over 5 year period. This means mobilisation of resources for all the above activities.
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