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A brief write-up on Dhawal Library (by Deepak Aryal)

The world "library" as known today was not used in ancient times. According to the Oxford English dictionary, the word "library" was used in English as early as 1374 AD, as a place where books were kept for reading, study or reference. The earliest known body of written materials was assembled in Mesopotamia (in present-day Iraq and Syria) more than 5,000 years ago. In Asia, the earliest documented libraries were connected with temples and centers of religious learning.

The rulers of ancient times had keen interest in reading writing and collecting books and manuscripts, which are evidenced by the collection of manuscripts available in The National Archive of Nepal in Kathmandu. In 1986 BS (1930AD) some active youths tried to open a public library but it could not succeed and few young people were arrested. This is portrayed as a "Library Parba" in Nepal. However, some libraries were established before the end of Rana regime. Book Reading Veranda, Palpa, 1983BS, Pashupati Pratap Library, Kapilvastu 1993BS, Mahabir Library, Butwal 2004BS, Aadarsha Library, Biratnagar, 2003BS (1946AD), Pradipta library, Kathmandu, 2003BS (1946AD), Sharada Library, Kathmandu, 2003BS (1946AD), Sarbajanik Sikchya Niketan, 2004BS (1947AD), Sarada Library, Rautahat, 2004BS (1947AD), Himalaya Sarbajanik Library 2004BS, Padma library,Tanahu, 2004BS (1947AD), Tribhuvan-Mohan Library, Dang, 2005BS (1948AD), Shreeram Library, Bhojpur, 2005BS, were the main libraries which had established before Rana Regime.

"Book reading Veranda", renamed Dhawal Library in 2003BS (1946AD) the first public library of Nepal, was established in 1983BS (1936AD) in Palpa. Some young and energetic people- Ambika Prashad Lakaul, Ayoddha Prashad Pradhan, Madhav Prashad Devkota and Guru Prashad Mainali. Ambika Prashad Laukaul, Balram (an Indian) initiated to open the library. Ambika Prashad Lakaul gave his house to operate the library providing some his own private collection of books. Apart from this, some funds were raised to buy books and some books were collected from the people. However, the library was closed in 1984BS due to the pressure of Rana regime. Then, books were kept in Taksar Tole but people could not use it openly. The collections of the books were reused in Dhawal libray in 2003BS.  Founder members of the Dhawal library were Gauri Shanker Sainju, Dr.Chrinjivi Lal Shrestha, Jagat Bahadur Joshi, Dr. Lokendra Man Shrestha, Bidhya Ratna Rajbhandari, Prayag Lal Shrestha. Instructor of Nepal government education department, Mrigendra Shumser JBR gave permission for the library on 2004 Magh 10.

Dr. Bishnu Raj Aatraya has claimed in "Aryal Bamshiya Bidyoat Parampara" that Nepal's first library was established in the house of Mathura Prashed Shrestha in Kapilvastu. But the name and appropriate information about the library has not been mentioned in his article.

In 2018 BS, Dhawal Library published "Dhawalgiri" magazine. Dhawal library used to organize a literature programme where various laureates lauded their creation among the people. The materials from the programme were used to publish "Dhawalgiri" magazine. There was different type of articles which had written in Nepali, Newari and Hindi languages in the magazine. Jagat Bahadur Joshi had written a poem in Hindi, Hira Bahadur Bajracharaya had written in Newari. Apart from this, the opinion about the Dhawal Library written by Laxmi Prasad Devkota and Harsha Syangbo had been included in the magazine. The "Dhawalgiri", published by the Dhawal libray and printed in Lakaul Press had played a vital role in the information and literature sector. In that time, information about anything was important and "Dhawalgiri" played a significant role to disseminate the information. Dhawal Library and Mahendra Library got some financial help from the government during the early years.

An agreement occurred between British council Pokhara, and Dhawal Library on 2040. According to this agreement, some books were exchanged from one library to another for six month. The responsibility of all cost of the exchanges programme was taken by British Council. At last, British council presented all books to Dhawal Library. Similar type of exchange programme was occurred between Tribhuwan Multiple campus and Dhawal Library in BS 2041. At the college "Dhawal Corner" was established that facilitated college students providing extra and rare books.

In the beginning of the library there were 2,000 books. The first written record of the library shows, there were 2,546 books in the library. Among those book, 2,150 books were in Hindi, Sanskrit or in Nepali language and other 496 books were in English. There were 23 manuscripts. There were 22 lifelong members, 64 activist and 55 general members, however now; there are 89 life long members and only 21 general members. Some old books, magazines and manuscripts like Pathpradarsak, Kalyan magazine (monthly), translated literature books and magazines, and some Sanskrit Books are not available in the library. Some manuscripts are in the private library. There were 23 manuscripts in BS 2005 but now, there are hardly ten manuscripts within the library. There were 3341 books available in the library in BS 2007 and 3884 people took advantage from library within one year. But now, there is no regularity in opening and closing time. In average, hardly five people use to go in the library per day. There were 15,000 books in Nepali, Newari, Sanskrit, Hindi, and English before 2052 BS. The heavy rain destroyed the library and some valuable materials from the library in 2052. Library lost its oldest minute book which was a history of library. Now, there is no appropriate record about anything. The books are kept every where in the ground of the library. Actually, only books are kept in one house without any planning and caring.

2032/33 BS was another poor time of the library. Due to the mismanagement many books were not returned. Due to the lack of support the physical infrastructure of the library also deteriorated. Many books were damaged due to the fungus.

Data shows that the users of private, school and college libraries have increased. But we can count the number of public library users in Tansen. Mismanagement is the big problem of the Dhawal Library. There are some people who have manuscripts and trying to return it. According to them their private libraries are better and safer for those valuable books than Dhawal library. However, library management committee is quite confident that the manuscripts will be returned after good management of the library.
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