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Preface:

The present survey is in continuation of an earlier survey conducted by the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta on libraries in West Bengal in India and in Bangladesh presently available on http://dsal.uchicago.edu/csal/surveys/bengali-survey-india.doc . The present survey conducted in between November 2005 and may 2006 to cover the entire region of Eastern South Asia keeping in mind the forthcoming project on South Asia Union Catalogue (SAUC – Phase II). The geographical location of this phase covers the provinces of Orissa, West Bengal, Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh in India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and present Myanmar (colonial Burma). The survey focused on major libraries and bibliographic holdings in West Bengal, Assam (except upper Assam districts) and Tripura in India, All the northern north-eastern and central districts of Bangladesh (south and south-eastern districts in Bangladesh are yet to be covered). Bhutan and Myanmar holdings are not at all directly assessed in the survey, also the provinces of Orissa, and most of north-eastern provinces in India have not been covered mainly for the constraints of fund and time.
The majority of bibliographic documents produced in this region are in Bengali language as the print industry and printing presses began functioning from the surrounding districts of Calcutta. The density of printing presses apart from Calcutta city itself was mostly concentrated in the districts of Hooghly, Howrah and 24 Parganas (now divided in two districts) in the present geographical location known as West Bengal in India and in Dhaka, Rajshahi, Mymensingh districts in the presently located Bangladesh. On the other hand existence of any print industry in the then princely state of Tripura (Tippera) during the colonial period is not known. Printing presses established in the province of Assam only in the early 20th century, after the establishment of the Cotton College and expansion of public institutions within the then “remote areas” of Bengal Presidency. Some of the books in Oriya language printed in Calcutta though by late 19th century, with royal patronage, a few printing presses established in Cuttack, Bhubaneswar and Dhenkanal in Orissa. Existence of printing presses in the extreme north-east India and Bhutan is much younger. So naturally the domain of print and publication in colonial and post-colonial Bengal was mostly dominated by the Bengali print publications. 
Introduction: Print in Bengal:
The history of printing in the Bengali language in Bengal dates back to 1778 when the pioneering effort of Charles Wilkins with the assistance of Panchanan and Manohar Karmakar led to the first metal typecasts in Bengali in 1778. This ushered in the era of Bengali printing, (The history of early printing presses in Bengal is extensively discussed in Graham Shaw’s Printing in Bengal to 1800. Also see, Tapti Ray, ‘Disciplining the Printed Text: Colonial and Nationalist Surveillance of Bengali Literature’ in Partha Chatterjee (ed), Texts of Power: Emerging Disciplines in Colonial Bengal, University of Minnesota Press, 1995, pp. 69-71.) 
But Bengali publication on a large scale had to wait until 1800 when Fort William College needed books in Bengali as teaching material for newly arrived company officials from England and the Baptist Mission at Srirampur (Serampore) resolved to spread Christianity in the local language. A rough estimate shows that, between 1801 and 1832, 212,000 copies of books in forty languages were published from the Serampore Mission. In 1817, the Calcutta School Society was set up to publish books in English and Indian languages. The School Book Society was established in 1818 and in the following years, English and Vernacular Schools were established throughout the country with a steady increase in the number of schools each year. In the same year, the first Bengali monthly periodical Digdarsan, edited by John Marshman, was published from the Serampore Baptist Mission, and in the following year appeared the first Bengali weekly, Samacar Darpan. On a very rough estimate, 2,080 periodical titles came out between 1818 and 1930; of these, around four to five hundred titles are currently available in different collections in West Bengal and Bangladesh. The Press Registration Act of 1867 compelled publishers of books and monographs to hand over a certain number of copies to specified Government departments; the Vernacular Press Regulation Act of 1878 reinforced these provisions. As a result, a large proportion of books published in between 1867 and 1956 from Bengal Presidency are visible in this compilation that published quarterly as Bengal Library Catalogue of Books as annexure of the Calcutta Gazette. Though from 1905 after the first partition of Bengal declared by Lord Curzon the then Viceroy to India, the presidencies start reshaping. By 1912 Eastern Bengal, Assam, Bihar and a few other provinces physically detached form the Bengal Presidency of 1905. So, naturally the publications after that period from the newly emerged provinces have not been catalogued in Bengal Library Catalogue, on the other hand in the new provinces, though the law was very much in enforcement but no initiative taken for establishment of setting up a new department for registration of books. The CSSSC microfilmed and digitised the complete run of Bengal Library Catalogue of Books, which would be the basis of up to 55 to 60 per cent of cataloguing records of bibliographic documents published in the eastern region.  
Public Libraries and Institutions

Public libraries were established in Calcutta and in the neighbouring Hooghly district from the 1850s. For example, with the patronage of Jayakrishna Mukherjee, the zamindar of Uttarpara, a library for the public was established in 1854 in a part of one of his palaces with an initial holding of 3,000 books and volumes of periodicals from his own collection. Other public libraries were set up in Konnagar and Bali in the same year. The public library in the then French colony of Chandannagar (Chandernagore) is another important Hooghly library. All of these libraries still exist and require immediate attention for preservation of their valuable resources. In Calcutta, the Asiatic Society is, of course, an eighteenth-century institution that still survives: this is the earliest institution for Oriental studies and is still one of the largest depositories in Calcutta of Indology and colonial history, language and culture. But it has a very insignificant collection of Bengali language material. 

The largest depositories of Bengali language books and periodicals in Calcutta are the National Library (formerly the Imperial Library), which is a Government institution and a repository library, and the Bangiya Sahitya Parishat (estd. 1894). The latter was once a major public institution of learning and dissemination of Bengali language and literature with a library that organically developed over the years with the patronage of major intellectuals of Calcutta, the donation of private collections of leading intellectuals of the city and through its own acquisition policy of current publications, both of books and serials. At present, it is managed by an elected committee and receives some government aid and membership fees.

Although most printing and publishing activities in Bengal were concentrated in Calcutta and the neighbouring districts, there was also some significant publishing in eastern and northern Bengal (at present Bangladesh). The Varendra Research Society and Museum, now a part of Rajshahi University in Bangladesh and the library of the university itself (where the private collection of the Puntia Zamindari estate is located since 1965) are two such important collections. The Dhaka University Library has a large collection of 19th and early 20th century material. Bangla Academy, Dhaka, acquired an important family collection from Muktagachha Zamindari estate in Mymensingh where hundreds of unique titles can be found.

Available bibliographic resources

The preparation of bibliographic indexes is an old practice for Bengali language material. The first one dates back to 1852 by Rev. James Long (Granthabali), an index of Bengali books published until that year. Later bibliographic works make the initial task of preparation of a union catalogue of Bengali publications much easier. The enforcement of the Vernacular Press Regulation Act of 1867 began registration of “ALL” (quoted, as hardly 55 to 60 percent of publications, mostly printed from urban areas have been registered and indexed in the catalogue) triggered the quarterly publication of Bengal Library Catalogue of Books, which is the largest database of books in print till 1956 in eastern Indian languages. For books and monographs, Jatindramohan Bhattacharya prepared an alphabetic index of printed Bengali books in two volumes, Mudrita Bangla granther talika (a list of Bengali books in print), vol. 1: 1743–1852 (the volume itself is rare and out of print) and the second one 1853–1867 published by Paschimbanga Bangla Academy in 1993. For printed periodicals, the situation is even better. Brajendranath Bandyopadhyay compiled a list of periodicals published from 1818–1900 in two volumes published by Bangiya Sahitya Parishat (Brajendranath Bandyopadhyay, Bangla samayik patra, vol.1: 1818–1868, Calcutta 1936; vol.2: 1868–1900, Calcutta, 1951) and Gita Chattopadhyay of Bengal Library Association has so far published a descriptive list of periodicals in three volumes (Gita Chattopadhyay, Bangla samayik patrika panji, vol.1: 1900–1914, Calcutta, 1990; vol.2: 1915–1930, Calcutta, 1996; vol.3: 1931–1947, Calcutta, 2003). These give us a bibliographic source for Bengali printed materials that is almost exhaustive. The printed list of books and serials of different libraries is another valuable source for printed material in Bengali, The catalogues of Chaitanya Library, Taltala Public Library, Bangiya Sahitya Parishat,  and Chandannagar Pustakagar need special mention. A descriptive catalogue of retrieved Bengali periodicals in microform is available for the documentation archive at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences (Abhijit Bhattacharya, A Guide to the Hitesranjan Sanyal Memorial Collection, CSSS, Calcutta, 1998 

The present state of libraries:
As noted in the opening statement, only West Bengal, Tripura and most of the Assam province in India and Bangladesh, except a few south-eastern and southern districts have been covered in the survey. Below I am trying to furnish a region-wise brief statistical description of libraries and then the description of the more important libraries in separate pages. Though some of the most important libraries, as mentioned in my last report, e.g., National Library of Calcutta and the University Libraries of Calcutta University, Jadavpur University including National Council of Education Bengal, The Visvabharati University Library in Shantiniketan and a few others. The reasons are: 1) they are well-known libraries, especially the National Library, which is being the depository library have the single largest holding, but for working with those libraries requires special arrangement in Government level, so that can be figured out in future. I left out the University libraries in West Bengal for two-fold reason, as they are well-known libraries, widely used, sufficient fund to run their own infrastructure, and for any small work we need special and time-consuming arrangements, with the authorities and they can be reviewed later, also we can make special arrangement for working with the institutional libraries later. However, we should closely review the depositories of the Calcutta University Library (not at all organised), the rare and non-text book section of the Jadavpur Univesity Library (began electronic cataloguing) and NCE Bengal and the different sections of Visvabharati Library with high priority.

Country and state-wise distribution of libraries:

Bangladesh:

Bangladesh, being one of the youngest nation-state, which colonised twice has a troubled past. The 1971 liberation war, affected, like its people, the countries bibliographic holdings as well. However, over last three decades the country gained some stability. Some institutional libraries and district libraries have rich resource of books periodicals and manuscripts (all major holdings are described in the table below). Under its district library system Bangladesh has 68 district libraries in 64 districts with strength of 1,167,941 books and journals as on December 2004. Most of the old institutional libraries are now within the fold of district library system under the Directorate of Library Services. Both for historians and sociologist count the district collectorate libraries as the major resource of documents relating to political and judicial systems during the East Pakistan regime and contemporary Bangladesh. Apart from those libraries, institutional libraries, like Dhaka University Library, Rajshahi University Library, Barendra Research Museum, Bangla Academy of Dhaka, Asiatic Society of Bangladesh and the National Archives and Library contains richest bibliographic resource in Bangladesh (please see the tables below for details). The National Library began the Bangladesh National Bibliography from 2002 (we may consider a project to compile National Bibliography prior to that period) and so far published National Bibliography for the year 2002 and 2003-2004. The copyright and book registration offices are also housed at the National Archives and Library. The National Archive also took initiative of consolidation of District collector office records over last three years.
India:

Assam:
The new state Assam formed in the year 1973 from the earlier Meghalaya, and in the same year the Guwahati, a major business hub in the north-east turned to the capital of the Assam. There are several libraries under the district library system in Assam, but the directorate of Library Services failed to provide any statistical record of district libraries. Some major institutional libraries, established at the beginning of 20th century containing most of the bibliographic resources in Assam, Asom Sahitya Sabha with branches in Jorhat, Guwahati and Dibrugarh; Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti and especially the Cotton College Library, the oldest institution in the north-east region deserves special mention (see the tables for details).

Tripura:

The State of Tripura was a princely state, and Maharaja Birbikram Kishore Manikya Bahadur was the last king. After the death of Maharaja Birbikram Kishore Manikya Bahadur in May 1947, a Council under the leadership of his widowed wife Maharani Kanchan Prabha Devi took over the charge of the administration on behalf of minor prince Kirit Bikram. 

The monarchy came to an end on 9th Sept, 1947 and Tripura was merged with the Indian Union as a part 'C' State, administered by the Chief Commissioner. Tripura became a Union Territory on 1st November 1956. The territorial council was formed on 15th August 1959, which was later dissolved and a Legislative Assembly with a council of ministers was

formed in July, 1963. Tripura became a full fledged state in 1972. Till 31st August 1970 the district administration was run by one Deputy Commissioner. On 1st September 1970, Tripura was divided into 3 (three) districts, namely, North Tripura, South Tripura and West Tripura. Later the fourth district called Dhalai was created which started functioning

from 16th April,1995.
Bangla is known as the official language of Tripura, but the Bangla speaking population received its majority only after the partition of India following a huge exodus and resettlement of Bengali population from the then Easter Pakistan. The traditional language of the region is Kakbarak, a Sino-Burmese language spoken by the local tribes and then almost forgotten. The language has no script; they are using either Bangla or Roman scripts for writing in the language. The earliest printed book in the language found in 1898, however, no significant number of publications in this language found till 1978, when the Government of Tripura declared the language as second language. Now many people, both of tribal origin and Bengali are writing, poetry, fiction and regional history in this language.

The Birchandra State Central Library, under the Ministry of Education, Government of Tripura is the sole controlling authority over all 23 libraries in three districts. However, with all honest intention of concerned departments the library infrastructure is in a poor shape in Tripura.
West Bengal:

As stated in opening remarks that printing in vernacular started from the Srirampore Baptist Mission Press (for detailed history of early printing in India, please see Printing in India to 1800 by Graham Shaw) and quickly taken over the urban elites in Calcutta and surrounding districts. That print industry and institutionalization of modern disciplines of studies in history, science and culture further triggered to establishment of public institutions that played an important role in colonial India also continued in post-colonial period. A brief history of those institutions discussed earlier, also in the earlier survey and further mentioned in the tables below, so it is better to avoid this part here.
Statistically, the libraries within the Government fold being monitored by Directorate of Library Services under the ministry of Library, Government of West Bengal. Apart from institutional libraries outside government fold there are 12 Government libraries and 1971 Government sponsored libraries in all 19 districts of West Bengal. However, most of the town and sub-divisional libraries are mostly popular for its text book and contemporary fiction sections, for the more important libraries please consult the tables below.
To conclude, if proper measures taken then combining the bibliographic resources available in eastern India and in Bangladesh will open several avenues of South Asian Studies. The major problem in accessing those resources is, most of the libraries are not automated, most of the libraries have no bare minimum facilities for preservation or restoration. Some of the libraries began electronic cataloguing but outside any scheme of standardization, some also start digitisation without any archival standard. So, it must be considered with top priority to initiate measures to fulfill those standards to save the history of the region.
Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL  (1)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Syllhet
	12/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Kendriya Muslim Sahitya Samsad

	Full Address with postcode
	Darga Gate, Syllhet, Bangladesh 3100
Tel# +880-821-719001

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Ragib Hossain Chowdhury, General Secretary
Tel# +880-821-719847

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading room open for readers from 2:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.; Friday weekly holiday; Borrowing of current books allowed for members

	Year of establishment
	1936

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Non-Plan grant from the Government, Income from the trust and membership (Life member: 1100; Patron: 144)

	Collection strength 
	Books

37500 (an approximate figure)
Periodicals

Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

1
Other Items

-
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	200 borrowing + reading room service

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	Srihatta Sahitya Parishat, established in 1935, but the collection has been destroyed during the 1971 liberation war and now the library is almost non-functional

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Non-existent

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)

	DDC, all the items catalogued manually. Recently they installed a computer and planning to start electronic cataloguing.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Books in Syllehti Nagri script, Periodicals of Islamic Societies, including Masik Mohammadi and Saogat. One “original” manuscript of Quran Shariff with claimed to be written by Aurangzeb.


	Additional comments:


	The General Secretary said in 1971 the strength of the collection was 50,000, but one third of the collection destroyed during liberation war then after a few years closure the library strat functioning again and the collection strength crossed the 37000 mark form purchase and gift.
The institute, apart from running the library, also publishes materials relating to Islam and regional history. Alh Ishah, an annual magazine is a regular publication of the institute. Also published a few books on regional history.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method
Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (2)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Rajshahi
	13/11/2005
	self


	

	Name of Library
	Rajshahi University Library

	Full Address with postcode
	University of Rajshahi, Rajshahi, Bangladesh 6205

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	1. Prof. A.B. Siddiqee, Administrator
2. Mr. Sadek Reza Chowdhury, Deputy Librarian

E-mail: reza_rul@yahoo.com Tel# +880-721-860112 (R)

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Borrowing allowed for students and faculty, no inter-library loan facility exists. Working hour: 9 am – 4 pm.

	Year of establishment
	1953

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	University Library, financed by the University of Rajshahi 

	Collection strength 
	Books

282332
Periodicals

36290
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

-
Other Items

Ph.D and M. Phil Thesis: 600
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	325 + Reading room facility for students

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	Woodburn Public Library, Bogura
Jela Sarkari Gana Granthagar, Bogura



	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Photocopy services available at the library

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC; AACR II, manually catalogued, recently installed CDS ISIS, but no information available about the format of cataloguing on the machine as the only operator was absent.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Putia Zamindari family collection and a few titles of rare periodicals including Bharati, Prabasi, Saptahik Saogat and Alh-e-Hadis. The Putia family collection is an important holding of 19th and early 20th century books and periodicals at the library… also, along with the text books the library contains important collections on Eastern Pakistan and the liberation war of Bangladesh.


	Additional comments:


	 


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (3)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Rajshahi
	13/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Varendra Research Museum

	Full Address with postcode
	University of Rajshahi, Rajshahi, Bangladesh 6000

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Md. Zakaria, Director
Tel# +880-721-773455; Mobile# 0176695570

E-mail: rajucc@citechco.net

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading facility is available on all working days form 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; access to manuscripts available on prior request

	Year of establishment
	1910

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	An affiliated body of University of Rajshahi, and the University finance committee grant annual budget for the Museum

	Collection strength 
	Books

13,000

Periodicals

Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

3646 Sanskrit manuscripts fully indexed and 1600 Bengali manuscripts
Other Items

Sculptures, coins etc: 7000
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	N.A

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area
	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	The library is in poor shape for inadequate finance, still the situation is better than many other libraries for its dedicated staff, No modern technology for conservation and restoration exists for the manuscripts, but they exists by conventional way of handling.

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Yes (please see “Other items”).

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)
	DDC, manual catalogue on card


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	The reach collection of manuscripts needs immediate attention. Some rare periodicals, including Aryabarta, Cikitsa Prakash, Jnankur, Tattvabodhini Patrika, Masik Samalocak, masik Mohammadi, Masik Saogat, Samiran, etc.


	Additional comments:


	The manuscripts in the collection deserves immediate attention… a thorough visual documentation of the archaeological items is also required, as the library cum museum is not located in a safe place… nor they have any security system.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (4)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Rajshahi
	13/11/2005
	self


	

	Name of Library
	Rajshahi Collectorate Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Office of the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, Rajshahi, Bangladesh, 6000

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Md. Afjal Hossain, BCS, Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, Rajshahi
Mobile# +880-172-191047; Office# +880-721-772099; Res# +880-721-772254

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Mostly for official use for legal purpose; working hour: 9 am – 4 pm, Friday closed.

	Year of establishment
	1772 (with the formation of the Rajshahi district, later devided in Rajshahi, Bagura, Pabna and Malda (presently in WB, India)

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government of Bangladesh

	Collection strength 
	Books

7000
Periodicals

-
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

-
Other Items

Government reports
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	N.A.

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	No reprographic service available

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Yes, the Government reports, not indexed

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	N.A.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Census of India reports form 1872 – 1951; District Gazetteers; Settlement reports, etc. 


	Additional comments:


	The district collector office records are most resourceful documents for writing history of contemporary Bangladesh. Prof. Sirajul Islam of the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh collected and compiled records form different district offices, some of them are printed and published as well, and rest are archived at the Banglapedia office at the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (5)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Bagura
	14/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Jela Sarkari Gana Granthagar, Bogura and Woodburn Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Bogura, Bangladesh, 5800

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Md. Samsul Haq, Assistant Librarian
Phone: +880-51-66785

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Woodburn library, temporarily closed, borrowing not allowed. Only reading room service available; Working hour 10 am – 6 pm.

	Year of establishment
	Jela Sarkari Gana Granthagar, Bogura: 1982 (1965 as Information Centre; Woodburn Library: 1854

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government of Bangladesh, Directorate of Public Libraries, Shahbag, Dhaka, (Tel# +880-2-8624713)

	Collection strength 
	Books

23696 +25000 (at Woodburn, mostly rare books
Periodicals

10+13 (daily newspaper)
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

-
Other Items

-
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	N.A.

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	Rangpur Sahitya Sabha, Rangpur (said, though established in 1936 but not in good shape and collection is poor); Nazimuddin Library, Dinajpur [estd. 1954] (said, though the management is poor still the library contains a good collection of rare books)

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	No reprographic facilities available at the library

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC, manually done card catalogue, no computing facility available


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	The Jela Sarkari Gana Granthagar, Bogura contains mostly contemporary publications, mainly text books, religious books, fictions and a few books on local history but Woodburn Library, established in 1854 contains rare books, periodicals and government reports, which is at present under lock and key.


	Additional comments:


	The Woodburn Library began functioning in 1856… later became non-functional from 2004, now preparation of a memorandum of understanding is in progress for handing over the entire collection to the Jela Sarkari Gana Granthagar, Bogura, both the libraries are housed in the same premise, in a nicely built spacious four-storied building built in 2004. 


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (6)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Pabna
	15/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Edward College Library, Pabna

	Full Address with postcode
	Edward College Library, Edward College, Pabna 6600, Bangladesh

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Prof. Abul Hossain Mian, Principal: Tel# +880-731-66126
Shahidul Haq, Assistant Librarian: Cell: +880-0172420139

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Borrowing allowed for students and teachers; Working hour: 9 am – 3 pm; Friday – weekly holiday.

	Year of establishment
	1898

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	College Library; Funded by the Government of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh through the college administration

	Collection strength 
	Books

30000 (an approximate figure)
Periodicals

6
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

-
Other Items

-
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	600

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	None

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC, manual card catalogue… recently they attempted cataloguing electronically using Microsoft Access and only a few hundred books computed, however, it is impossible to import the data set to any catalogue except as plain text file.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	About 10000 rare books are there in the holding, in 1971 most of the rare books destroyed as the college then used as army camp, all later additions are mostly current text books.


	Additional comments:


	Pabna Edward College is one of the most important academic institute of late nineteenth century… the collection should be thoroughly examined… during the brief visit, I have seen only a few volumes of periodicals… however, the librarian said that they start the process of identifying “rare books” and some of the books (considered of no use) being kept in an inaccessible area… they are working to get them in the main stack.



*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (7)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Pabna
	15/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Annada Gobinda Public Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Abdul Hamid Road, Pabna 6600; Bangladesh
Some information available on http://www.pabna.net

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Abdul Matin Khan, Secretary General
Md. Nasirul Islam, Librarian: Tel (office)# +880-731-65264; Mobile # +880-(0)-177424280

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Borrowing permitted for members only; working hour: 11 am – 8 pm. Friday: weekly holiday.

	Year of establishment
	1890

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Public Library; Rent from the trust property, Ad-hoc grant (BGT 15,000/- per annum) from the Government and membership fees.

	Collection strength 
	Books

21000
Periodicals

-
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

1500
Other Items

-
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	70

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	None

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Non-classified manuscripts, mostly in 17th and 18th century Bangla and Sanskrit.

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC (ongoing)
Computing of cataloguing records also began, but absence of professional librarian and lack of awareness of modern techniques is a major problem for the library, like most of the libraries in the state.

	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Manuscripts, both paper and palm leaf, in old Bangla, Sanskrit and Pali… All the manuscripts in the collection are unclassified for lack of expertise in manuscript reading. Some of the periodicals including the early issues of Begum may be considered as documents of interest. A thorough search required for existence of rare print materials, as most of the scholars in Northern Bangladesh believes that the Annada Govinda Public Library is one of the most important libraries in the region.


	Additional comments:


	The Library, is presently housed in a new four-story building, said gifted by a corporate house and the rent they are collecting from the commercial use of the ground floor is the primary source of income of the library.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (8)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Jessore
	17/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Jessore Institute Public Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Jessore 7400, Bangladesh

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Abu Jahid, Librarian
Tel # +880-421-65014

Md. Abbasuddin, Library Assistant

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Borrowing permitted for members; Working hour: 2:30 pm – 8:30 pm.

	Year of establishment
	1851

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Income from the trust

	Collection strength 
	Books

90,000 (approx)
Periodicals

50 (approx)
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

500
Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	300

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	None

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Manuscripts

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	No standard cataloguing method exists in practice. Register of books and journals is the only key to access


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Masik Mohammadi, Saptahik Saogat, Kishor Bharati are among important periodical titles. Though many books and periodicals destroyed during the liberation war still the library contains many important titles of books. The manuscripts are unclassified. No attempt for retrieval / restoration made so far.


	Additional comments:


	This library is the oldest public institutions known so far in both parts of Bengal (Missionary libraries have not been taken in consideration). A thorough scrutiny of the entire holding is required.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (9)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Dhaka
	19/11/2005
	Self 


	

	Name of Library
	Asiatic Society of Bangladesh Library, Dhaka

	Full Address with postcode
	5, Old Secretariat Road, Nimtali, Ramana, Dhaka 1000; Bangladesh

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Md. Kabirul Hassan, Assistant Librarian
Tel# +880-2-7168940

E-mail: asb@bangla.net

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Borrowing permitted for members only

	Year of establishment
	1952

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Autonomous body partly funded by the Ministry of Culture, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

	Collection strength 
	Books

10000
Periodicals

2550
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

-
Other Items

-
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	25

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Moderately well maintained collection, Photocopy service for the readers available

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC, Manual card catalogue


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	The library contains mostly European language materials and some in vernacular, published from South Asia, Europe and US… as the library established in the line of Asiatic Society, Calcutta, so the early emphasis of acquisition was mostly given on books on orient… the later additions are mostly on Islamic culture and society, politics in Eastern Pakistan, the liberation war and the Bangladesh. Among rare documents a few copies of the periodical, Pak Samacar are available.


	Additional comments:


	Though the library holding is not so significant but the institute itself is a major cultural hub for studies in contemporary Bungladesh and one of the most leading institute that can independently undertook several projects including Banglapedia, Cultural History of Bangladesh and many more. Key contact for collaborative programme is Professor Sirajul Islam.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (10)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Dhaka
	19/11/2005
	Self 


	

	Name of Library
	Dhaka University Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Dhaka University, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Dr. Serajul Islam, Librarian
Tel# +880-2-9661920-73 Extn: 4130

E-mail: duregstr@bangla.net 

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Limited borrowing permitted for students, teachers, syndicate and staff members of the University.

	Year of establishment
	1921

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	University Library, Financed by the Government through UGC and the Dhaka University.

	Collection strength 
	Books

530,450
Periodicals

75,000 bound volumes
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

220
Manuscripts

30,000
Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	42,105

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Besides regular reprographic services the library has its own microfilming unit.

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Some printed documents and manuscripts are available on microfilms and microfiche

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	AACR-2, DDC 19th ed., Sears list of Subject headings. The process of automation and availability through OPAC is in progress onder DULAP (Dhaka University Library Automation Programme)


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Almost unique collection of about 30,000 manuscripts in Sanskrit, Persian, Bangla and Oriya languages may be treated as a major point of interest. Some rare periodical titles are also documents of special interest.


	Additional comments:


	The library automaton process has begun. 


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (11)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Dhaka
	20/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Bangla Academy Library, Dhaka

	Full Address with postcode
	Bangla Academy, Ramana, Dhaka 1000, Banglasesh

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Professor Abul Kalam Manjul, Director General 

Tel# +880-2-8619577
Mr. Nurul Huda, Librarian 

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Only reading room facility available

	Year of establishment
	1952

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Autonomous body, funded by the Ministry of Culture, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

	Collection strength 
	Books

120,000 
Periodicals

220 
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

100
Other Items

-
Total strength:

All figures are approximate 


	Average weekly circulation:
	0

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	No retrieval system exists

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	Cataloguing in progress, partly electronic and partly on card. Catalogue records contain information of author and title only, not classified. 


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	The library holding is one of the richest in Bangladesh with several rare books from Muktagachha collection and periodicals (important titles are already mentioned in the first survey report).


	Additional comments:


	With one of the richest holding, the library is a disaster; I haven’t seen any change in between 2001 and 2005. in 2001 the librarian said the same thing about cataloguing and nothing happened over last four years. 


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (12)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Dhaka
	20/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Library of the Department of Public Libraries

	Full Address with postcode
	Directorate of Public Libraries, 10 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Shahbag, Dhaka-1000

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Md. Anis Uddin Mian, Director
Md. Zillur Rahman, Librarian

Tel# +880-2-8626001

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading room access available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; borrowing not allowed.

	Year of establishment
	1952

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government body under ministry of Culture

	Collection strength 
	Books

139,627

Periodicals

Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

-
Other Items

-
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	0 (average daily reading room users: 300+)

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	No other reprographic facilities other than photocopying exists

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC; manually catalogued, recently they have outsourced the old cataloguing records to a company, anyway, the librarian is not aware of cataloguing form.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Some rare books and complete run of some of the newspapers exists at the location, however, the department is sole authority of controlling all the public libraries in the country, so they count the holdings of the 68 public libraries in all 64 districts as part of their holding, so the total figure of the holding they count as 1,167,941 as on December 2004. 


	Additional comments:


	The Department is more important than the library as the department is sole controlling authority over the all the public libraries in the districts such as Jessore Public Library, which established in 1851. Only the libraries run without Government grant, like the libraries in Sylhet or Woodburn Public Librray in Bagura are not controlled by the department. The problem in negotiation is, as this is a government body, so negotiation needs good mediator.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (13)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	Bangladesh

		Dhaka
	20/11/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	National Archives and Library, Bangladesh

	Full Address with postcode
	Directorate of Archives & Libraries, Ministry of Cultural Affairs
32, Justice Syed Mahbub Murshed Sarani, Agargaon, Sher-e-Banglanagar, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh; http://www.nanl.gov.bd 

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Dr. Sharif Uddin Ahmed, Director
Tel# +880-2-9129992/9118704/9138053/9112733

Fax# +880-2-9118704

E-mail: nab@accesstel.net 

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reference library, borrowing not allowed (Working hour: 9AM – 5 PM; Friday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1973

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	A body of the Ministry of Culture, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh; directly financed by the Government.

	Collection strength 
	Books

500,000 (approximate figure)
Periodicals

Included in the total number of books
Visual materials

10,000 (approximate figure)
Cartographic Materials

District, railway, river way survey maps: about 7000
Manuscripts

10,000 (approximate figure)
Other Items

Archival records: 1,000,000
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	0

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	The library has a complete unit of microfilming since 2001 but hardly anything microfilmed for absence of trained staff. Photocopy services for readers available. The archive begun digitizing the archival records in JPEG file format using flatbed scanner.

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Yes

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC for library documents but for the archive they are using their own classification method. They haven’t yet standardised the electronic cataloguing form.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Records from the district record rooms, old family collection, including the Bhowal estate records at the archive; the library contains thousand of important monograph titles and several serial titles including Dainik Azad, Dainik Ittefak etc. The map collection at the archive is also very rich and not available otherwise.


	Additional comments:


	The National Library began the Bangladesh National Bibliography from 2002 and so far published National Bibliography for the year 2002 and 2003-2004. The copyright and book registration offices are also housed at the National Archives and Library. The National Archive also took initiative of consolidation of District collector office records over last three years. 


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (14)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India
	Assam
	Kamrup
	28/10/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Asom Sahitya Sabha

	Full Address with postcode
	Dighlipukhuri, Guwahati, Assam 781001

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Dr. Jagadish Patgiri, General Secretary
Tel: (O) +91-361-2515830; ® 2223146; Cell: +91-9435048146

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Borrowing allowed for the members (Working hour: 12AM – 5 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1917

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Income from the Trust and State Government aid.

	Collection strength 
	Books

27,000+
Periodicals

1500+
Visual materials

Cartographic Materials

Manuscripts

Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	N.A.

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	Asom Sahitya Sabha branches at Jorhat, Dibrugarh and other places all centrally monitored by the Guwahati Office of the Asom Sahitya Sabha.

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	No reprographic service available.

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Being the premier institution in the region for promoting Assamese language and literature the Sabha is one of the leading depository of documents in Assamese language and other languages of the region. The Jorhat office of the Asom Sahitya Sabha is the oldest one established in 1917. Also the collection of the Jorhat library is the richest collection. The Guwahati branch of the Sabha turned to the office of the General Secretary only in 1991. The Guwahati office of the Sabha is now working as the administrative office of all three branches and monitoring the publication related activities. But for bibliographical resources it is worth visiting the Jorhat branch of the Sabha.


	Additional comments:


	Being a literary society the Asom Sahitya Sabha has a publication division of its own, and published more than 500 titles so far including Candrakanta Abhidhana one of the major dictionaries in Assamese language.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (15)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	Assam
	Kamrup
	25/10/2005
	Self


	

	Name of Library
	Library of the Council of Baptist Churches in Northeast India (CBCNI)

	Full Address with postcode
	Council of Baptist Churches in Northeast India (CBCNI), Mission Compound, Panbazar, Guwahati 781001 

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Rev. J.M. Ngul Khan Pau, General Secretary, CBCNI
Ms. Meera Areng, Head of Library Services

Tel# +91-361-2525029/2631789

Email: eduncilbc@satyam.net.in; cbcni1@sancharnet.in

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reference library, borrowing not allowed

	Year of establishment
	1950 (1836 as Assamese Baptist Mission)

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Trust property of the Baptist Church with funding from Baptist Mission in the United States. 

	Collection strength 
	Books

7000
Periodicals

300
Visual materials

400 photographs
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

-
Other Items

-
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	N.A.

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Photocopy service

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Yes 

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	N.A.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Some Baptist Mission documents in the north-east India is the prime interest of the library.


	Additional comments:


	


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (16)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	Assam

	Kamrup

	25/10/2005
	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Assam State Archive

	Full Address with postcode
	Dispur, Guwahati 781006

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Nupur Barpatragohain, Archivist 
Cell# +91-9435104317

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading room facility available only for scholars (Working hour: 10AM – 5 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1973 (Till 1973 Shillong was the capital of the Assam after separation of the province the documents transferred to the new archive under special arrangement.

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government of Assam under Directorate of Archives

	Collection strength 
	Books

4000
Periodicals

Visual materials

Cartographic Materials

Manuscripts

500
Other Items

Government documents
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	NA

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	No adequate information available

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	No adequate information available


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	

	Additional comments:


	Documents at the Assam State Archive transferred in 1973 after the formation of the state of Assam from Meghalaya. For consultation of official documents relating to Assam one should consult the Meghalaya State Central Archive, Shillong; The Meghalaya Archive and the Assam State Archive.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (17)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	Assam

	Kamrup

	25/10/2005
	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti

	Full Address with postcode
	Dighlipukhuri, Guwahati 781001

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Dr. J. N. Phukan, President

Dr. N. P. Dev Chaudhury, Secretary
Tel# +91-361-2605267

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Borrowing not allowed, access permitted only from the reading room. (Working hour: 11AM – 5 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1903

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Autonomous body. Income form member subscription and time to time ad-hoc grant from the Assam State Government

	Collection strength 
	Books

8,000
Periodicals

(included in the list of books)
Visual materials

-
Cartographic Materials

-
Manuscripts

500+
Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	N.A.

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	None. The library housed in an old building within the Assam State Museum. 

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Manuscripts, both on paper and palm-leaf, in Sanskrit, Bengali, Oriya and Assamese languages.

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	Hand-list available for printed books. A catalogue of manuscripts printed and published in 1984 (Chutia, Dharmeswar (ed.), A Descriptive Catalogue of Manuscripts: Preserved at the Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti, Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti, Gauhati, 1984).


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	The manuscript collection of the library is a rich asset of the library in addition of some rare Assamese titles of books and periodicals. 


	Additional comments:


	The National Manuscript Mission has not yet undertook the documentation of the Kamrup Sahitya Sabha manuscripts. The Secretary said that he repeatedly sent request for documentation of the same to NMM. The IGNCA digitized some of the manuscripts with a commitment of sharing the digital copies with the society but they never received any digital copy of the manuscripts neither aware of the state of availability of the manuscripts from the IGNCA, he added.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (18)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	Assam

	Kamrup

	26/10/2005
	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Cotton College Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Cotton College, Panbazar, P.O. Box 20; Guwahati 781001

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Zabeen Ahmed, Librarian
M. Haq, Deputy Librarian

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reference and borrowing library for students and members of faculty

	Year of establishment
	1901

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Financed by the ministry of higher education through the college administration

	Collection strength 
	Books

110,000
Periodicals

Included in the number of books
Visual materials

n.a.
Cartographic Materials

n.a.
Manuscripts

n.a.
Other Items

Total strength:

110,000


	Average weekly circulation:
	4000

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Reprographic service for students is available, but no microfilming facility is installed at the location, neither they outsourced any part of the collection for microfilming.

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC – AACR2, manual card catalogue. Computation of the cataloguing just began.


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	The total figure of books includes European and Indian language books; contemporary text books, rare old books in Assamese, Bengali, Sanskrit and English languages. Several Government reports relating mainly to education department from late nineteenth century are also stacked in the shelves. Roughly, 40 per cent of the total strength of collection are non text-book materials.


	Additional comments:


	Cotton college is the oldest and most prestigious college in the north-eastern region of India. Established in 1901 this is one of the pioneering institutes in the then remote area of India. Still the college is maintaining high academic standard and resources. The library of the college is well-maintained.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (19)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	Assam

	Kamrup

	26/10/2005
	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Media Archives cum National Reference Library on the North-East

	Full Address with postcode
	Ajanta Path, 79, 2nd By-Lane, Survey, Beltala-Bashishtha Road, Guwahati 781028

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Aloka Boragohain, Hony. Director, Tel # +91-361-2262525 / +91-(0)-9864077109

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Informal reference library

	Year of establishment
	1985

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Non Government Organisation… funded by different projects, especially the bibliography project of Sahitya Akademi, New delhi

	Collection strength 
	Books

10000
Periodicals

Visual materials

Cartographic Materials

Manuscripts

Other Items

Total strength:

10000


	Average weekly circulation:
	none




	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area
	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Not applicable

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)
	DDC – AACR2; The main function of the organization is to create a bibliographic database on north-east… they are using a Dbase based package for computing bibliographic records and so far completed 10000 records.

	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	This small institute is the only one began creating machine readable catalogue of documents relating to North-East.


	Additional comments:


	Though the collection is not much of an immense importance but being the Board member of the Sahitya Akademi and several other literary bodies, Professor Boragohain is an influential person and her contacts may be utilized for the SAUC : Phase II. We may also help by providing training to her colleagues on computing MARC records in CDS ISIS and make a mutually beneficiary deal, i.e. we may get support for computing bibliographic records of Assamese language materials. Professor Boragohain is ready to share the bibliographic records, her institute generated with us… now we have to decide whether, for SAUC we will accept the filtered record or create all new bibliographic records.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (20)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	Tripura
	West Tripura
	25/04/2006
	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Birchandra State Central Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Agartala 799001

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Subi Chandra Deb Barman, Head Librarian
Tel# +91-381-2326645
Samarjit Bhowmik, Director and Joint Secretary, Education (Higher) Dept, Government of Tripura, Secretariat Office Complex, Office lane Agartala 799001; Tel # +91-381-2324689 (O) +91-381-2323813 (R); Fax# 2324689 E-mail: dhedtrp@yahoo.com

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Birchanra State Central Library is the only major Government library in Agartala with a huge reading room facility with borrowing facility for members (Working hour: 11AM – 6 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1896

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	The Central library of the district funded by the Department of Higher Education, Government of Tripura and coordinator of all 23 district libraries in the state.

	Collection strength 
	Books

149,784
Periodicals

25
Visual materials

N.A.
Cartographic Materials

N.A.
Manuscripts

N.A.
Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	225; No. of reading room users: 500; Members: 550

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area
	Private collection of Ramaprasad Datta (near Gandhighat Children Library, Agartala 799001) – visited the collection, items of interst are some old periodicals and district gazetteers.

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	No reprographic services available

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)
	DDC 19; AACR2 Manual card catalogue


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Tripura District Gazetteer, books published in Kakbarak language both in Roman and bangle scripts.


	Additional comments:


	In a meeting with the Director of the Ministry of Higher Education, Tripura, The Head Librarian (Sh. Subi Chandra Deb Barman), The Librarian (Sh. Asim Prasad Deb) and  Sr. Librarian, Tripura Public Service Commission Library (Sh. Kanu Ranjan Ray) with self it is verbally agreed that both the Department of Education and Birchandra State Central Library will provide all type of administrative support for the documentation programme of the CSSSC and the bibliography programme of the CSAL, a formal answer of the appeal made by the CSSSC is awaiting.
The library also engaged in promoting and transliteration of the local language Kakbarak, the declared second language of the state by the Government of Tripura. Several books, mainly fiction, poetry and history of the Kakbarak language published over last ten years, Akshar, an Agartala based publication house is the major hub of publication of books in this language.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (21)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Kolkata (Calcutta)
	10/01/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Bengal Library Association

	Full Address with postcode
	P-134, CIT Scheme No. 52, Calcutta 700014; Tel # +91-33-22446866; URL: http://www.blcal.org

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Anup Kumar Sarkar

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	No (Working hour: 1 PM – 7 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1922

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	A service library for library and librarians in West Bengal funded by the Directorate of Library Services, Government of West Bengal

	Collection strength 
	Books

20000
Periodicals

600 (including dailies)
Visual materials

Cartographic Materials

Manuscripts

Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	N.A

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	N.A.

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC AACR2


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	

	Additional comments:


	The main role of the institute is to keep and maintain information about the Government and Government sponsored libraries and arrange training programme and workshops on library maintenance and cataloguing in the districts. They also undertook some bibliographic projects, for example, Gita Chattopadhyay’s short-title catalogue of Bangala serials in three volumes (Bangla Samayik Patrika Panji (Vol.1: 1900 – 1914; Vol.2: 1915 – 1930; Vol. 3: 1931 – 1945). The institute acts mostly as service centre for the librarians and arrange training in library management and cataloguing all over the state with fund available from the state government.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (22)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Kolkata (Calcutta)
	10/01/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Calcutta Metropolitan Library

	Full Address with postcode
	P-12 Darga Road, Calcutta 700017

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Archana Srimani, Librarian Tel# +91-33-22402004

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Yes (Working hour: 11AM – 7 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1980

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government library

	Collection strength 
	Books

31590

Periodicals

Visual materials

Cartographic Materials

Manuscripts

Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Photocoy service available on request

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC 19th ed. AACR2: manual


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Some 19th century books and serials are available, which the library has received as gift.


	Additional comments:


	


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (23)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Kolkata (Calcutta)
	27/01/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Bangiya Sahitya Parishat

	Full Address with postcode
	243/1, Acharya Prafullachandra Road, Calcutta 700006

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Ramakanta Acharya, Secretary
Aruna Chatterjee, Librarian 

Tel# +91-33-23503743

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Access to reading room is open for all members, restricted borrowing permitted (Working hour: 1PM – 7 PM; Thursday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1894

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	State Government aided autonomous body

	Collection strength 
	Books

220,000
Periodicals

30,000
Visual materials

700 (500 photographs+200 paintings)
Cartographic Materials

0
Manuscripts

8,000
Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	240

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Only photocopy services available

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Yes

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC 16th ed. AACR-2


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	One of the most important libraries not only in Bengal but in Eastern India. The library is housing thousands of books and serial titles in vernacular and major source for scholars working on society and culture in Bengal. In addition several private collections get shelter within the premise of the Parishat. However, the state of preservation in this century old library is very poor and documents are disappearing fast. Most of the important periodical titles of the library have been microfilmed by the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta.


	Additional comments:


	Bangiya Sahitya Parishat, established in 1894 with an aim of promoting Bengali literature and culture in colonial India. It was once a major public institution of learning and dissemination of Bengali language and literature with a library that organically developed over the years with the patronage of major intellectuals of Calcutta, the donation of private collections of leading intellectuals of the city and through its own acquisition policy of current publications, both of books and serials.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (24)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Howrah
	06/02/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Mohiari Public Library

	Full Address with postcode
	Andul – Mouri, Howrah 711302

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Swapan Kumar Chandra, Librarian
Tel # +91-33-28495975

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Both reading room and borrowing facilities available (Working hour: 1AM – 8 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1886

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Trust property and periodical ad-hoc grant from the Government of West Bengal.

	Collection strength 
	Books

22,676

Periodicals

Visual materials

Cartographic Materials

Manuscripts

Other Items

Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	600 (number of members:1529)

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	None

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No 

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	Hand-list only


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Several numbers of titles both in English and vernacular stored in the library. Documents of special interest are books and periodicals on regional history and caste All the important serial titles in vernacular have been microfilmed by the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta.


	Additional comments:


	The storage condition of the library is in a poor shape. No bare minimum facilities of storage and safe-keeping of the 19th and 20th century documents are available.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (25)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Hooghly
	06/02/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Konnagar Public Library

	Full Address with postcode
	G.T. Road, Konnagar, Hooghly 7100235

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Sanjib Sen, Secretary
Tapati Sarkar, Member of the Governing body

Librarian: position vacant 

Tel# +91-33-26743864

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Both reading room and borrowing facilities for the members are available. (Working hour: 12AM – 7 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1856

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government aid covers salary of the librarian and one assistant, time to time book purchase grant comes from Raja Rammohan Ray Library Foundation, Government of India

	Collection strength 
	Books

20,000
Periodicals

350
Visual materials

0
Cartographic Materials

0
Manuscripts

0
Other Items

0
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	300

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	None 

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No 

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	Hand-list of books is the only access point to the library


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Some important periodical titles and books on regional history is the main interesting documents the library possess. Most of the important periodical titles published till 1950 and available in the library have been microfilmed by the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta.


	Additional comments:


	Like most of the nineteenth century institutes in and around Calcutta the condition of this library is also in jeopardy.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (26)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Hooghly
	06/02/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Uttarpara Jayakrishna Public Library

	Full Address with postcode
	G.T. Road, Uttarpara, Hooghly 712258

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Swagata Das Mukherjee, Librarian: Tel# +91-33-26638293
Sujay Govinda Neyogi, Director, Directorate of Library Services, Government of West Bengal: Tel# +91-33-23345742

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading room services for all documents and borrowing services except for old and brittle books are available

	Year of establishment
	1859

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government Library, fully funded by the Government of West Bengal (Working hour: 12AM – 7 PM; Sunday closed)

	Collection strength 
	Books

140,000

Included in the number of books

Periodicals

Visual materials

0
Cartographic Materials

0
Manuscripts

1000
Other Items

500 Gramophone records
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	80

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Only photocopy services available in the library… recently CDAC digitized some of the books under “Million Book Project”, however, they haven’t receive any digital copy so far.

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	Yes

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC 21st edition, AACR-2, card catalogue


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Thousands of books in Bangla published in 19th century, several titles of periodicals most of them found only in few libraries and not catalogued in OCLC WorldCat. 


	Additional comments:


	


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (27)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Hooghly
	28/02/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Chandannagar Pustakagar

	Full Address with postcode
	Bagbazar, G.T. Road, Chandannagar, Hooghly 712136

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Basudeb Ghoshal, Secretary, (Tel# (R) +91-33-26835695)
Dila Chatterjee, Librarian (Retd., in charge) Tel (O) +91-33-26836684

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading room access and borrowing for members (Working hour: 1PM – 7 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1873

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Partly supported by the Directorate of the Library Services, Government of West Bengal

	Collection strength 
	Books

60,000

Included in the total number of books

Periodicals

Visual materials

0
Cartographic Materials

0
Manuscripts

60 (Classified and digitized by the National Manuscript Mission
Other Items

0
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	150

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	French Institute of Chandannagar

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Photocopy facility for readers available

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	60 manuscripts, classified

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC 18th ed; AACR2


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Being a French colony for a long time in India the library contains some publications both in English, French and Bangla languages of the then regional history and culture.


	Additional comments:


	


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (28)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Coochbehar
	24/04/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	North Bengal State Library

	Full Address with postcode
	P.O. + District: Coochbehar 736101

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Dilip Mandal, Librarian, Tel# +91-3582-223608

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading room facility available along with borrowing services for members (membership: 7346) (Working hour: 10AM – 7 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1870

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Fully funded by the Directorate of Library Services, Government of West Bengal

	Collection strength 
	Books

79,035

Included in the total number of books

Periodicals

Visual materials

0
Cartographic Materials

0
Manuscripts

0
Other Items

0
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	270

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	Photocopy facilities available for reader service only

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	DDC; AACR-2


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Special collection of books and periodicals acquired from the Royal family of Coochbehar.


	Additional comments:


	The library established with patronage of the royal family of Coochbehar in 1870 with a strong connection of the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj.


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

Survey of libraries in Bangladesh, provinces of West Bengal, Assam and Tripura in India conducted by the CSAL (29)
	Country

	State

	District

	Date visited

	Interviewer 


	India

	West Bengal

	Malda
	24/04/2006

	Self



	

	Name of Library
	Malda District Library

	Full Address with postcode
	P.O. + Dist: Malda 732101

	Main contact person his/her designation, with e-mail and telephone number(s).
	Sambhunath Bhattacharya, Librarian Tel# +91-3512-252033

	Condition of access/ if borrowing permitted
	Reading room services and borrowing facilities for members (Working hour: 11AM – 6 PM; Sunday closed)

	Year of establishment
	1937

	Status of the library with source of finance*
	Government sponsored

	Collection strength 
	Books

63065
Periodicals

Included in the umber of books
Visual materials

0
Cartographic Materials

0
Manuscripts

0
Other Items

0
Total strength:



	Average weekly circulation:
	1860

	Note from the informant about other known libraries in the area


	

	Over all condition of preservation and reprographic service**
	None, the rich collection is in poor shape

	Does the library contain any non-book material? 
	No

	Cataloguing method***/ Mention if any hand-list, printed catalogue or electronic catalogue available (if yes then the details)


	None: Hand-list is the access point to the collection


	Documents of special interest: serials/books (attach additional pages if necessary)


	Several books, periodicals and other documents on the regional history of North Bengal


	Additional comments:


	


*e.g. district library/rural library/club or public library, etc.

** please note if the library microfilmed or digitized any document with internal or external resources.

*** explain if electronic catalogue exists, for card catalogue what type of classification used, e.g., DDC, UDC, any local method

2

