Survey of Tamil Libraries, page 2


The Roja Muthiah Research Library (RMRL) team conducted a survey in different parts of Tamilnadu to identify and assess collections.  The details of the survey are as follows:


Santhi Sadhana Trust is an organisation dedicated to publishing classical texts and reprinting them.  They have a good collection of books and periodicals and their focus has been Vaishnavaite literature.  RMRL trained their staff to create MARC records and they have catalogued 6000 items.  3300 items are pre – 1957, out of which 650 items not in RMRL collection.  Mr. Srivatsava, the Managing Trustee has given us permission to microfilm these items.


Ramakrishna Mission in Kanchipuram is headed by Swamy Dharmathmananda.  He allowed us to see the collection and also agreed to part with some of the items for exchange and some for microfilming.  The collection has 3000 items which includes books and journals.  The library has not been used for several days.  Earlier some of the books have been transferred to Madurai Mutt.  A random search was done and 258 books (all pre 1957) were taken to RMRL.  At RMRL we checked against the database and found that 138 items were not in the RMRL collection.


Government Oriental Manuscript Library in Chennai has 7000 volumes of books in addition to 850 periodicals (43 volumes) and several manuscripts.  Out of these some of them are in Telugu language and some in Telugu script.  1500 items were catalogued directly using the books and 5400 items were listed from catalog cards and the library register.  250 items were identified to be unique among these items.  A full level cataloguing to check the rest of the collection needs to be done.


Palladam Manickam’s collection in Vridhachalam has approximately 25000 items containing mostly contemporary items, Saivaite literature and books related to Tirukkural.  The full collection was not scanned and therefore need to be seen again.


Gnanalaya in Pudukkottai is run by Dorothy and Krishnamurthy.  The collection has over 30000 items consisting of books and periodicals.  It includes books on Tamil language and literature, Saiva literature, Vaishnava literature, Islamic literature, Christian literature, Gandhi’s works, Ramakrishna’s works and general books in English.  Majority of the books were published between 1960 and 2000 and a very few books were in the period 1842 – 1930.  Works by Bharatiar, Va. Ra., Ti. Ja. Ra., V. Saminatha Sarma, Puthumaipithan, Bharathidasan, Kalki, Sundra Ramaswamy and other modern writers and all the latest editions of Tirukkural, Kampa Ramayanam were found in the collection.  The list of the periodical holding of the library:

Narathar, Tipam, Kanayali, Putiya Parvai, Kumarimalar, Centamil Celvi, Cakti, Manukkodi, Eluttu, Kacatatapara, Vitutalai, Uliyan, Tampai, Manjari, Joti, Centamil.

The Madras Literary Society collection is rich in fiction and books printed during the British period.  There are very few Tamil books (less than 20) which are pre-1900.  This includes dictionaries and books on Christian literature.  We have not checked these items against our catalog yet.  There are some items which contains floral paintings done during the British India period.  90% of the collection is in poor condition.


Annai Nulagam in Kanchipuram and its branch in Tiruvallore have 6000 books in all.  Approximately 200 items are pre-1957 and the person in-charge of the library, Mr. Nagarajan, a retired high school Tamil teacher was willing to part with these 200 items for exchange with some fiction books.


Vira Saiva Matam in Vridhachalam has 3000 items consisting of books and periodicals.  Some samples were examined and it was found that these items were valuable.  We estimate that around 300 books from this collection will be required for microfilming.


We visited the Pachayappas College in Kanchipuram.  They have a good library but most of the items were missing.  The collection will be useful for graduate students and mostly the books were duplicates of what RMRL already has.  This place was important because, we were able to obtain information about several other collections in that region which we plan to follow up in the near future.


The Legislative Assembly library is meant for Members of Legislative Assembly, scholars were also allowed to use it.  We were asked to write to the Secretary for copies of their catalog and their publications as they were not for sale.


Secretariat library collection has text books for graduate students and reference books.  They have given their older books (pre – 1957) to the Archives.  They have an OPAC system to check the items and it is a lending library.


Tondaimandala Adinam in Kanchipuram has 6 cupboards of old books that have not been touched for the past several years.  We had no way of ascertaining the content of this collection.  The Head (Adinam), has added his personal collection which consists of books on economics, statistics and general science, self help books.  The Adinam has given his consent for cataloguing the collection.


Hindu Mada Pata Salai in Wallajabad (60 km from Chennai) is attached to a public school.  The collection has over 3000 items, mostly Saivaite literature.  All the books were post-1950 publications.


Anna Arivalayam in Chennai is the headquarters of DMK office.  The collection has several periodicals and books and is rich in material relating to the political history of Tamilnadu.


Tecini, author, poet and editor of several books and Kavithai, a magazine which was run for 34 years gave away the full run of this periodical to RMRL.  Some of the volumes have been microfilmed by the Library of Congress Office.  The remaining can be taken up for microfilming.


U. Ve. Samynathaiyar library in Chennai consists mostly of the same material as in RMRL.  Their strong point is the palm leaf collection and the IGNCA has been microfilming them.


We have identified several other libraries in the State and we need to pursue these collections to assess their strength and value.

